Morphine withdrawal induced behavior in the Syrian hamster (Mesocricetus auratus).
The effects of morphine withdrawal on a number of behaviors was assessed using a design varying sex, amount of morphine implanted, degree of dependence at the time of testing and amount of morphine antagonist injected. Increases in two types of agonistic behavior were seen and may be related to the aversive interoceptive stimuli associated with withdrawal. Furthermore, correlations for males were found between agonistic behavior and activity, wet shakes, digging and vocalization. Agonistic behavior was correlated only with activity in females.